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Background  

Purpose 
This comprehensive river management plan for the Black Butte and Cold Creek Wild and Scenic 

River establishes programmatic management direction for the wild and scenic river corridor. It has 

been developed to implement the direction of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 as amended in 

the 2006 Northern California Coastal Wild Heritage Wilderness Act (Public Law 109-362) to include 

19.5 miles of the Black Butte River and 1.5 miles of Cold Creek. 

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act established a system for preserving outstanding free-flowing rivers. 

Section 1(b) of the act directs that:  

ñcertain selected rivers of the Nation which, with their immediate environments, possess 

outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreations, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or 

other similar values, shall be preserved in free-flowing condition, and that they and their 

immediate environments shall be protected for the benefit and enjoyment of present and 

future generationsò (Public Law 90-542, 1968). 

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act requires the Forest Service to develop a comprehensive wild and 

scenic river management plan for the Black Butte River and Cold Creek to protect and enhance the 

outstandingly remarkable values. These values have been identified as cultural (prehistory and 

traditional use), fish, and geology.  

The management plan will guide all development, management, and restoration activities in the wild 

and scenic river corridor. It includes standards and guidelines from the proposed action (alternative 

2), an implementation plan with a list of possible projects, and a monitoring plan. The standard and 

guidelines are a statement of the planôs management direction; however, the potential projects from 

the implementation plan are estimates and depend on site-specific National Environmental Policy 

Act analysis and the agencyôs budgeting process.  

Wild and Scenic River Location and Boundary 

The wild and scenic river is located in Mendocino County, less than 10 miles northeast of the town 

Covelo, California in portions of: 

T23N, R11W, sections 27, 28, 34, 35, 36 

T22N, R11W, sections 1, 12 

T22N, R10W, sections 6, 7, 8, 15, 16, 17, 21, 22, 26, 27, 35, 36 

T21N, R10W, sections 1, 2, 12, 13, 24 

T21N, R9W, sections 5, 6, 20, 29 

The final boundary approximates a ı-mile distance on each side of the river.  

Wild and Scenic River Classifications, Including Segments 

The wild and scenic river is 21 miles long, with a corridor averaging 320 acres per mile (see figure 1 

and figure 2) The wild and scenic river segments were classified based on an eligibility study 

approved in the 1995 Mendocino National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (1995 Forest 

Plan) using the following criteria from the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act: accessibility, developments 

along the shoreline, presence or absence of impoundments, and water quality. Results of the 
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eligibility study are summarized in the final environmental impact statement for the 1995 Forest 

Plan, appendix L (USDA Forest Service 1995). 

The wild segment of the Black Butte River spans 16 miles from the Mendocino County line to its 

confluence with Jumpoff Creek. The 1.5 miles of Cold Creek run from the Mendocino County line to 

its confluence with Black Butte River. The first 3.5 miles of the Black Butte River are designated as 

scenic from its confluence with Middle Eel River to the confluence at Jumpoff Creek.  

 
Figure 1. Location of the Black Butte River and Cold Creek on the Mendocino National 
Forest  
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Figure 2. Segment map; scenic segment colored in yellow and wild segment is colored in light blue 












































































































